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Cn TO Cb: cb. h 
GENESIS vi. 5. 


And GOD ſaw that the Wickedne(s of 
Man was great in the Earth, and that 
every Imagination of the Thoughts of 
his Heart was only Evil continually. 


. +3 OW widely different 1s this from the fair 
* Pictures of Human Nature, which Men 
BY H . have drawn in all Ages! The Writings 
UE OE of many of the Antients abound with gay 
hs " Deſcriptions of the Dignity. of Man: 
Whom ſome of them paint as having all Virtue and 
Happineſs in his Compoſition, or at leaſt, entirely in 
his Power, without being beholden to any other Being : 
Vea, as ſelf-ſufficient, able to live on his own Stock, 
and little inferior to God himſelf, 5 
2. Nox have Heathens alone, Men who were guid- 
ed in their Reſearches by little more than the dim 
Light of Reaſon, but many likewiſe of them that bear 
e Name of CHRIST, and to whom are intrufted the 
racles of Gop, ſpoke as magnificently concerning the 
Nature of Man, as if it were all Innocence and Perfec- 
wn. Accounts of this Kind have particularly a- 
punded in the preſent Century: And perhaps in no 
Art of the World more, than in our own Country. 
ere not a few Perſons of ſtrong Underſtanding, as 
1] as extenſive Learning, have employed their utmoſt 
dilities to ſhew, what they termed, ** The fair Side 
Human Nature.” And it muſt be acknowledged, 
hat if their Accounts of him be juſt, Man is fill but 
Ville lower than the Angels, or (as the Words may be 
dre literally rendered) à /iztle le than Go. 
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3. Is it any Wonder, that theſe Accounts are very 
readily received by the Generality of Men? For f 
who is not eaſily perſuaded to think favourably of 
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f 
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himſelf? Accordingly Writers of this Kind are almoſt 
univerſally read, admired, applauded. And innume- 
rable are the Converts they have made, not only in 
the Gay, but the Learned World. So that it is now 
quite unfaſhionable to talk otherwiſe, to ſay any 
Thing to the Diſparagement of Human Nature : 
Which 1s generally allowed, notwithſtanding a few 
Infirmities, to be very innocent and wiſe and virtuous. - 
4. BuT in the mean-time, what muſt we do with p 
our Bibles? For they will never agree with this. tc 
Theſe Accounts, however pleaſing to Fleſh and Blood, ſa 
are utterly irreconcileable with the Scriptural. The | + 
Scripture avers, That by one Man's Diſobedience, all fu 
Men were conſtituted Sixners : That in Adam all died, + to 
ſpiritually died, loſt the Life and the Image of Gon: H 
That fallen, ſinful Adam then begat a Son in his own) 8 
I ikenes : Nor was it poſſible he ſhould beget him in ca 
any other: For who can bring a clean Thing out of an\ m 
unclean ? That conſequently wwe as well as other Men, | { 
avere ly Nature, dead in Treſpaſſes and Sint, without Hope, al! 
ewithour Gon inthe World, and therefore Children f raub 5, 
That every Man may ſay, I was ſhapen in N icledueſ of 
and in Sin did my Mother conceive me: That there is m W 
Difference, in that all have ſinned, and come ſhort of this) a 
Glory of God : Of that glorious Image of God, where A 
in Man was originally created. And hence, whe ye 
the LorD looked down from Hearven upon the Children 5 
Men, he ſaw they were all gone out of the Way, they werll A 
all together become abominable, there was none righteous, 1 in 
net one, none that truly ought after Gop : Juſt agreea M. 
ble this, to what is declared by the Holy Ghoſt, i to 
the Words above recited, Gop /aw when he looke inc 
down from Heaven before, that tbe Wickedne/s of Ma al 
was great in the Earth : So great, that every Imaginatill Aff 
of the Thoughts of his Heart wvas only Evil continually. Th 
Tuis is Gonr's Account of Man: From which! 
ſhall take Occaſion, Firſt, To ſhew what Men wei 
before the Flood ; Secondly, To enquire, Wheth 
| tha 
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ry they are not the ſame now? Aud, Thirdly, To add 
LY ſome Inferences. 

of A - | 
oſt Y I. 1. I an, Fir, By opening the Words of the 


ne- Text, to ſhew, What Men were before the Flood. 
uin And we may fully depend on the Account here given. 
OW For Gop ſawit, and He cannot be deceived. He, 
any | that the Wickedne/s of Man was great, Not of this or 
Te: that Man; not of a few Men only: Not barely of the 
few | greater Part, but of Man in general, of Men univerſally, 
bus. The Word includes the whole Human Race, every 
71th Partaker of Human Nature. And it is not ealy for us 
his. to compute their Numbers, to tell how many Thou- 
0d, » ſands and Millions they were. The Earth then re- 
The | tained much of its primeval Beauty and original Fruit- 
all fulneſs. The Face of the Globe was not rent and 
lied, torn, as it is now: And Spring and Summer went 
on: Hand in Hand. Tis therefore probable, it afforded 
% Suſtenance for far more Inhabitants, than it is now 
n in capable of ſuſtaining: And "theſe muſt be immenſely 
Fan multiplied, while Men begat Sons and Daughters for 
len, ſeven or eight hundred Years together. Yet among 
ape, all this inconceivable Number, only Noah fund Fa- 
au vent with Gov. He alone (perhaps including Part 
leſi of his Houſhold) was an Exception from the univerſal 
5 99 Wickedneſs, which by the juſt Judgment of Gov, in 
f 19%) a ſhort Time after brought on univerſal Deſtruction. 
nere All the reſt were Partakers in the ſame Guilt, as they 
hei were in the ſame Puniſhment. 
"en 0, 2. Gop /aw all ihe Imaginations of the Thoughts of his 
Wer Heart—Of his Soul, his inward Man, the Spirit with- 
4, uin him, the Principle of all his inward and outward 
reeafs Motions. He /awv all the Inaginations, It is not poſſible 
t, ff to find a Word of a more extenſive Signification. It 
oke includes whatever is formed, made, fabricated within; 
Ma all that is, or paſſes in the Soul: Every Inclination, 
ual Affection, Paſſion, Appetite; every Temper, Deſign, 
Thought. It muſt of Conſequence include every 
Word and Action, as naturally flowing from theſe 
Fountains: And being either Good or Evil, accord- 
ing to the Fountaia from which they ſeverally flow, 
A z 3. Now 
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3. Now Gop /aw that all this, the whole thereof 
awas evil, contrary to Moral Rectitude; contrary to 
the Nature of Gop, which neceſſarily includes all 
Good; contrary to the Divine Will, the eternal Stan- 
dard of Good and Evil: Contrary to the pure, holy 
Image of Gov, wherein Man was originally created, 
and wherein he ſtood when Gor ſurveying the Works 
of his Hands, ſaw them all to be very good : Contrary} 
to Juſtice, Mercy and Truth, and to the eſſential Re- 
lations which each Man bore to his Creator and his 
Fellow Creatures. 

4. Bur was there not Good mingled with the 
Evil? Was there not Light intermixt with the Dark- 
neſs ? No, none at all: Gop /aw that the whole Ima- 
gination of the Heart of Man was oxLY Evil. It can- 
not indeed be denied, but many of them perhaps all, 
had good Motions put into their Hearts. For the 
Spirit of Gop did then alſo frive with Man, if haply 
he might repent : More eſpecially during that graci- 
ous Reprieve, the hundred and twenty Years, while 
the Ark was preparing. But ſtill zz his Fleſb dwelt no 
good T hing All his Nature was purely evil. It was 
wholly conſiſtent with itſelf, and unmixt with any 
Thing of an oppoſite Nature. 

. However it may ſtill be Matter of Enquiry, 
6 Was there no Intermiſhon of this Evil > Were there 
no lucid Intervals, wherein ſomething Good might be 
found in the Heart of Man?“ We are not here to con- 
fider, What the Grace of Gov might occaſionally 
work in his Soul. And abſtracting from this, we 
have no Reaſon to believe, there was any Intermiſſion 
of that Evil. For Gop who jaw the whole Imagination 
of the Thug his of his Heart to be only Evil, ſaw likewiſe, ; 
that it was always the ſame, that it was only Evil con- 
TINUALLY : Every Year, every Day, every Hour, 
every Moment. He never deviated. into Good. 


II. Sven is the authentic Account of the whole 
Race of Mankind, which He who knoweth what is in 
Man, who ſearcheth the Heart and trieth the Reins, | 
hath left upon Record for our Inſtruction, Such were 
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all Men before Gop brought the Flood upon the Earth. 
We are, Secondly, to enquire, Whether they are the 
fame now ? 
1. Ax this is certain, The Scripture gives us no 
Reaſon, to think any otherwiſe of them. On the con- 
trary, all the above-cited Paſſages of Scripture, refer 
to thoſe who lived after the Flood. It was above a 
thouſand Years after, that Gop declared by David 
concerning the Children of Men, They are all gone out 
of the Way of Truth and Holineſs, here is none righte- 
aus, no, not one. And to this bear all the Prophets Wit- 
neſs, in their ſeveral Generations. So 7/a:ah, con- 
cerning Gop's peculiar People, (and certainly the 
Heathens were in no beiter Condition) 7 he ahi Head 
is fick, and the whole Heart faint, Frem the Sole of the 
Foot, even unto the Head, there is no Soundne/s, but Wounds 
and Bruiſes and putrifying Sores. The ſame Account is 
given by all the Apoſtles, yea, by the whole Tenor 
of the Oracles of Gop. From all theſe we learn, 
concerning Man in his Natural State, unaſſiſted b 
the Grace of Gov, that all the [maginations of the T hong ht 
of his Heart are ſtill Evil, only Evil, and that continually, 
2. And this Account of the Preſent State of Man, 
is confirm'd by daily Experience. It is true, the Na- 
tural Man diſcerns it not: And this is not to be won- 
der'd at. So long as a Man born blind, continues ſo, 
he is ſcarce ſenſible of his Want. Much lefs, could 
we ſuppoſe a Place where all were born without Sight, 
would they be ſenſible of the Want of it. In like 
Manner, 4 long as Men remain, in their natural Blind- 
neſs of 8 they are not ſenfible of their 
ſpiritual Wants, and of this in particular, But as 
ſoon as Gep opens the Eyes of their Underſtanding, 
they ſee the State they were in before; they are then 
deeply convinced, That every Man kving, themſelves 
eſpecially, are by Nature allagerber FYanity, that is, 
Folly and Ignorance, Sin and Wickedneſs. | 
3. We fee, when Gop opens our Eyes, that we 
were before aC:o KH without Gop or rather, 
Athriſ/ts in the World, We had by Nature no Know- 
ledge of Gop, no Acquaintance. It is true, as ſoon 
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as we came to the Uſe of Reaſon, we learned the in- 
wifeble Things of Gop, even his giernal Poauer and God. 
Head, from the Things that are Hinds, From the Things 
that are ſeen, we inferr'd the Exiſtence of an eternal, 
powerful Being, that is r.ot ſeen, But ſtill, although 
we acknowledged we had no Acquaintance with him. 
As we know there is an Emperor of China, whom yet 
we do not know; ſo we knew, there was a King of all 
the Earth; but yet we knew him not. Indeed we 
could not, by any of our Natural Faculties. By none 
of theſe could we attain the Knowledge of Gop. We 
could no more perceive him by our Natural Underſtand- 
ing, than we could ſee him with our Eyes. For 20 
ene knoweth the Father but the Son, and he to whom the 
Son willeth to reveal him, And no one knoweth the Son 
But the Father, and He to xvhom the Father revealeth him. 

4. WE read of an antient King, who being deſirous 
to know, what was the Natural Language of Men, in 
order to bring the Matter to a certain Iſſue, made the 
following Experiment. He order'd two Infants as 
ſoon as they were born, to be convey'd to a Place pre- 
pared for them, where they were brought up without 
any Inſtruction at all, and without ever hearing an hu- 
man Voice. And what was the Event? Why, That 
when they were at length brought out of their Confine- 
ment, they ſpake no n at all; they uttesed 
only inarticulate Sounds, like thoſe of other Animals. 
Were two Infants in like Manner to be brought up 
from the Womb, without being inſtructed in any Re- 
ligion, there is little Room to doubt, but (unleſs the 
Grace of God interpoſed) the Event would be juſt 
the ſame. ' They would have no Religion at all: 
They would know no more of Gop, than the Beaſts 
of the Field, than he wild As Colt. Such is Natural 
Religion! Abſtracted from Tiaditional, and from the 
Influences of Gop's Spirit. 

5, AND having no Knowledge, we can have no 
Love of Gop: We cannot love Him we know not. 
Moſt Men tall indeed of loving Gob, and perhaps 
imagine that they do. At leaſt, few will acknowledge 
they do not love him: But the Fact is too plain to be 
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denied. No Man loves Gon by Nature, no more 
than he does a Stone or the Earth he treads upon, 
What we love, we delight in: But no Man has natu- 
rally any Delight in Gop. In our natural State, we 
cannot conceive, how any one ſhould delight in him. 
We take no Pleaſure in him at all : He is utterly taſte- 
leſs to us. To love God! It is far above, out of our 
Sight. We cannot, naturally, attain unto it. 

6. Wr have by Nature not only no Love, but no 
Fear of Gop. It is allowed indeed, that moſt Men 
have, ſooner or later, a Kind of ſenſeleſs, irrational 
Fear, properly called Super/?ition, though the blunder- 
ing Epicuream gave it the Name of Religion. Yet even 
this is aot Natural, but acquired ; chiefly by Conver- 
ſation or from Example. By Nature, Gob is not in all 
our Thoughts : We leave him to manage his own Affairs, 
to ſit quietly, as we imagine, in Heaven, and leave 
us on Earth to manage Ours. So that we have no 
more of the Fear of Gop before our Eyes, than of 
the Love of Gov in our Hearts. 

7. Tavs are all Men Athiefs in the World. But A- 
theiſm itſelf does not ſcreen us from Idolatry. In his 
Natural State, every Man born into the World is a rank 
Idolater. Perhaps indeed we may not be ſuch in the 
vulgar Senſe of the Word. We do not, like the ido- 
latrous Heathens, worſhip molten or graven Images. 
We do not bow down to the Stock of a Tree, to the 
Work of our own Hands. We do not pray to the An- 
gels or Saints in Heaven, any more than to the Saints 
that are upon Earth, But what then? We have ſer up 
our Idoli in our Hearts; and to theſe we bow down and 
worſhip them: We worſhip Ourſelves, when we pay 
that Honour to ourſelves which 1s due to Gop only. 
Therefore all P- ide is Idolatry : It is aſcribing to our- 
ſelves what is due to Gos alone. And altho' Pride 
was not made for Man, yet where 1s the Man that is 
born without it? But hereby we rob God of his una- 
lienable Right, and idolatrouſly uſurp his Glory. 

8. Bur Pride is not the only Sort of Idolatry, 
which we are all by Nature guilty of. Satan has ſtam- 
ped his own Image on our Heart in SH u allo, 1 

a0 
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«vill, ſaid he, before he was caſt out of Heaven, I will 
fit. upon the Sides of the North, I will do my own Will 
and Pleaſure, indepedently on that of my Creator. 
The ſame does every Man born into the World ſay, *! 
and that in a thouſand Inſtances, Nay, and avow it 
too, without ever bluſhing upon the Account, without 
either Fear or Shame. Aſk the Man, Why do you h 
do this?” He anſwers, qBecauſe I had a Mind to it.“ | : 
What is this but, Becauſe it was my Will;“ that 18 
in Effect, Becauſe the Devil and I are agreed : Becauſe 
Satan and I govern our Actions, by one and the 
ſame Principle. The Will of Gop mean-time is not 
in his Thoughts, is not conſidered in the leaſtDegree: 
Altho' it be the ſupreme Rule of every intelligent Crea- 
ture, whether in Heaven or Earth, reſulting from the 
eſſential, unalterable Relation, which all Creatures 
bear to their Creator. 

9. So far we bear the Image of the Devil, and tread 
in his Steps, But at the next Step we leave Sa/an be- 
hind, werun into an Idolatry whereof he 1s not guilty: 
I mean, Lede ef the World, which is now as natural to 
every Man, as to love his own Will. What is more 
natural to us, than to ſeek Happineſs in the Creature 
inſtead of the Creator? To ſeek that Satisfaction in the 
Works of his Hands, which can be found in Gop on- 
ly ? What more Natural than the Defire of the Fleſh? 
That 1s, of the Pleaſure of Senſe in every Kind ? 
Men indeed talk magnificently of deſpifing theſe low 
Pleaſures, particularly Men of Learning and Education, 
They affect to fit looſe to the Gratification of thoſe 
Appetites, wherein they ſtand on a Level with the 
Beaſts that periſh, But it is mere Affectation; for 
every Man is conſcious to himſelf, that in this reſpect 
he is by Nature a very Beaſt. Senſual Appetites, even 
thoſe of the loweſt Kind, have more or leſs, the Do- 
mintonfover him. They lead him Captive, they drag 
him to and fro, in ſpite of his boaſted Reaſon. The 
Man, with all his Good-breeding and other Accom- 
pliſhments, has no Pre-eminence over the Goat: Nay 
it is much to be doubted, Whether the Beaſt has not 
the Pre-eminence over Him ? Certainly he has, if we 
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may hearken to one of their modern Oracles, who very 
decently tells us, 


« Once in a Seaſon, Beaſts too taſte of Love: 
« Only the Beaſt of Reaſon is its Slave, 
« And in that Folly drudges all the Year.” 


A conſiderable Difference indeed, it muſt be allowed, 
there is between Man and Man, ariſing (befide that 
* wrought by preventing Grace) fromDifference ofCon- 
ſtitution, and of Education. But notwithſtanding this, 
who, that is not utterly ignorant of himſelf, can here 
| caſt the firſt Stone at another? Who can abide the 
Teſt of our Bleſſed Lord's Comment on the Seventh 
' Commandment ? He that looketh upon a Woman toluft af 
ter her, hath committed Adultery with her already in his 
Heart; So that one knows not which to wonder at 
moſt, the Ignorance or the Inſolence of thoſe Men, whe 
ſpeak with ſuch Diſdain of them that are overcome by 
Deſires, which every Man has felt in his own Breaſt ! 
Fhe Deſire of every Pleaſure of Senſe, innocent or not, 
being natural to every Child of Man. 

10. And ſo is the Deſire of the Eye, the Deſire of the 
Pleaſures of the Imagination. Theſe ariſe either from 
Great, or Beautiful, or uncommon Objects: If the 
two former do not coincide with the latter; for per- 
| haps it would appear upon a diligent Enquiry, That 
neither grand nor beautiful Objects pleaſe, any longer 
than they are zew : That when the Novelty of them 
is over, the greateſt Part, at leaſt, of the Pleaſure they 
give is over; and in the ſame Proportion as they be- 
come familiar, they become flat and inſipid. Put let 
us experience this ever ſo often, the ſame Deſire will 
remain ſtill. The inbred Thirſt continues fixt in the 

Soul: Nay the more it is indulged, the more it in- 
** creaſes, and incites us to follow after another, and yet 
another Object; altho' we leave every one with an 
* abortive Hope, and a deluded Expectation. Yea 


„ The hoary Fool, who many Days 
Has ſtruggled with continued Sorrow, 
Renews 
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Renews bis Hope, and fondly lays 
T he deſperate Bet upon To-morrow ! 


% To-morrow comes! *Tis Noon! *Tis Night! 
This Day like all the former flics : 

Yet on he goes, to thek Delight 
Tomorrow, till To-night he dies! 


11. A THIRD Symptom of this fatal Diſeaſe the 
Love of the World, which is ſo deeply rooted in our 
Nature, is 7 he Pride of Life, the Defire of Praiſe of the 
Honour that cometh of Men. This the greateſt Admir- 
ers of Human Nature allow to be ſtrictly Natural: As 
natural as the Sight or Hearing, or any other of the 
external Senſes. And are they aſhamed of it, even 
Men of Letters, Men of refined and improved Under- 
ſtanding ? So far from it, that they glory therein; 
they applaud themſelves for their Love of Applauſe ! 


Yea, eminent Chriftians, ſo called, make no Difficulty 


of adopting the Saying of the old, vain Heathen, Au. 
mi diſſoluti eft & nequam, negligere-quid de ſe homines ſenti- © 
ent: Not to regard what Men think of us, is the 
Mark of a wicked and abandon'd Mind.” So that 
to go calm and unmov'd : Honour and Diſhonour, © 
thro” evil Report and good Report, is with them a Sign of 
one that is indeed not ft to live; away with ſuch a Fel. 
how from the Earth. But would one imagine, that 
theſe Men had ever heard of jesus CHRIST or his 
Apoſtles? Or that they knew who it was that ſaid, * 
How can ye believe, who receive Honour one of another, © 
and ſeek not that Honour which cometh of Cop only ? But 
if this be really ſo ; if it be impoſſible to believe, and 
conſequently to pleaſe Gop, ſo long as we receive or 
feek Henour one of another, and ſeek not the Honour which | 
cometh of Gov only Then in what a Condition are all 
Mankind! The Chriſtians as well as the Heathens ! 7 
Since they all /e, Honour one of another ! Since it is as 
Natural for them ſo to do, themſelves being the Judges, * 


as it is to ſee the Light which ſtrikes upon their Eye, 
or to hear the Sound which enters their Ear: Yea, 


ſince they account it the Sign of a virtuous — 5 
| ee 
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ſeek the Praiſe of Men; and of a vicious one, to be 
content with the Honour which cometh of Go only ! 


III. 1. I yRoOCEtD to draw a few Inferences from 
What has been ſaid. And, Fin, From hence we may 
learn One Grand, Fundamental Difference between 
2 Chriſtianity, conſidered as a Syſtem of Doctrines, and 
the moſt refined Heatheniſm. Many. of the antient 
> Heathens have largely deſcribed the Vices of particu- 
lar Men. They have ſpoken much againſt their Co- 
vetouſneſs or Cruelty, their Luxury or Prodigalty. 
Some have dared to ſay, That no Man is born with- 
* out Vices of one Kind or another.” But till, as none 
of them were apprized of the Fall of Man, fo none of 
them knew his total Corruption. They knew not, 
that all Men were empty of all Good, and filled with 
all Manner of Evil. They where wholly ignorant of 
the entire Depravation of the whole Human Nature, 
of every Man born into the World, in every Faculty 
'= of his Soul, not ſo much by thoſe particular Vices, 
- | which reign in particular Perſons, as by the General 
e Flood of Atheiſm and Idolatry, of Pride, Self- Will 
it and Love of the World. This therefore is the firſt, 

grand, diſtinguiſhing Point between Heatheniſm and 
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f > Chriſtianity. The one acknowledges That many Men 
J. are infected with many Vices, and even born with 
at 2 Proneneſs to them; but ſuppoſes withal, that in 
is © ſome the Natural Good much overbalances the Evil. 
1, The otherdeclare: that all Men are conceivedin Sin, and 


ry 4 Hapen in Wickednes : That hence there is in every Man 
ut a carnal Mind, which is Enmity againſt Gop, which is 
id not, cannot be ſul ject to his Law, and which ſo infects 
the whole Soul, that here duwelleth in him, in his Feb, 
ch in his Natural State, 0 good Thing ; but all the Imagi- 
all 7 zation of the Thoughts of bis Heart, is Evil, only Ewil, 
! and that continually. 
as 2. Hence we may, Sceondly, learn, That all who 
es, deny this, call it Original Sin, or by any other Title, 
e, are but Heathens ſtill, in the fundamental Point which 
2a, differences Heatheniſm from Chriſtianity. They may 
to indeed allow, That Men have many Vices : That 
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ze born wich us: And that conſequently we are not ſes. 
born altogether ſo wiſe or ſo virtuous, as we ſhould be: the 
There being few that will roundly affirm, We are ma 
born withas much Propenſity to Good as to Evil, and Emo 
that every Manis by Nature as virtuous and wiſe, as Re 
adam was ut his Creation.” But here is the Shibbo- Ac 
leth : Is Man by Nature filled with all Manner of Evil? Tr. 
Is he void of all Good? Is he wholly fallen? Is his ſter 
Soul totally corrupted ? Or, to come back to the /i 
Text, Is every Imagination of the Theaphts of his Heart but 
Euil continually ? Allow this, and you are fo far a tio 
Chriſtian,, Deny it, and you are but an Heathen Th 
Kill. ( 
3. Ws may learn from hence, in the Third Place, ve 
What is the Proper Nature of Religion, of the Religi- far 
on of jesus CuRIsT. It is Ogari-in Joy; Go Four 
Method of healing a Soul which is thus diſeaſed. Here» of 
by the great Phylician of Souls applies Medicine to Go 
heal this Sickne/s ; to reſtore Human Nature, totally Ho 
corruptedin all its Faculties. Cop heals our Athe ſm, ren 
by the Knowledge of himſelf, and of Jzsvs CnRIS r ſwe 
whom he hath ſent; by giving us Faith, a divine Evi- | of c 
dence and Conviction of Gop and of the Things of hin 
Gov : In particular, of this important Truth, Cuz1sT | 
loved me, and gave himſelf for me. By Repentanee out 
and Lowlineſs of Heart, the deadly Diſeaſe of Pride Lie 
is healed : That of Self-will by Reſignation, a meek Ref 
and thankfal Submiſſion to the Will of Gov. And wit 
for the Love of the World in all its Branches, the Love Sm 
of Gop is the ſovereign Remedy. Now this is proper- and 
ly Religion, Faith thus working by Lowe, working the Go 
genuine, meek Humility, entire Deadneſs to the tur 
World, with a loving, thankfull Acquieſence in and zhe 
Conformity to the whole Will and Word of Gov. He. 
4. Ix DED if Man were not thus fallen, there would Ye 
be no need of all this. There would be no Occaſion bor 
for this Work in the Heart, this Renewal in the Spirit By 
Sour Mind. The Superfluity of Godline/s would then be all : 
a more proper Expreſſion than the Superfluity of Naughti- mag 
Js. For an Outſide Religion without any Godlineſß He 
at all, would ſuffice to all rational Intents and Purpo 
| ſe: 
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es. It does accordingly ſuffice, in the Juloment of 
Sthoſe who deny this Corruption of our Nature. They 
make very little more ef Religion, than the fa- 
mous Mr. Hobbes did of Reaſon. According to Him, 
Reaſon is only, A well ordered Train of Words:“ 
According to them, Religion is only a well- ordered 
Train of Words and Actions. And they ſpeak conſi- 
tently with themſelves : For if the Inſide be not full of 
Wickedne/s, if this be clean already, what remains, 
but to cleanſe the Out/ide of the Cup? Outward Reforma- 
tion, if their Suppoſition be juſt, is indeed the one 
Thing needful. 

6. Bur ye have not ſo learned the Oracles of Gon, 
>, Ve know, that He who ſeeth what is in Man, gives a 
i- far different Account both of Nature and Grace, of 
our Fall ana our Recovery. Ye know that the great End 
of Religion is, To renew our Heirts in the Image of 
to God, to repair that total Loſs of Righteouſneſs and true 
ly Holineſs, which we ſuſtaĩined by the Sin of our firſt Pa- 
n, rent. Ye know that all Religion which does not an- 
.T {wer this End, all thatiſtops fliort of this, The Renewal 
i- of our Soul in the Image of God, aſter the Likeneſs of 
of him that created it, 15 no other than a poor Farce, 
T and a mere Mockery of Gov, to the Deſtruction of 
ee our own Soul. O are uf all thoſe Teachers of 
de © Lies, who would palm this upon you for Chriſtianity ! 
ek | Regard them not, though they ſhould come upon you 
nd with all the Deceivablene/s of Unrighteouſne/s, with all 
ve  Smoothneſs of Language, all Decency, yea Beauty 
er- and Elegance of Expreſſion, all Profcfiions of earneit 
he Good-wall to you, and Reverence for the Holy Scrip- 
the tures. Keep to the plain, old Faith, once delivered to 
ind the Saints, and delivered by the Spirit of Gon to your 

Hearts, Know your Diſeaſe! Know your Cure ! 
Ye were born in Sin: Therefore ye mu/? be born again, 
ion born of Gop. By Nature ye are wholly corrupted : 
irit By Grace ye fhall be wholly renewed. In Adam ye 
be all died: In the Second Adam, in CurisT ye all are 
gti · mage alive. You that avere dead in Sins hath he guickened : 
neſ He hath already given you a Principle of Life, even 
rp0 Faith 
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Faith in Him vhs loved you, and g gave himfelf er you! 


5 Now go on from Faith to Faith, until your whole Sick- 
_ neſs be healed, and all that Mind be in you, Wore (at 
* alle in Cunisr Jesus! 
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